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Terrible Railway Disaster


20 Killed and 4 Injured


Awful Scenes at Hall Road


Stories by the survivors


Carriages in Flames

Names of the Killed and injured

Another terrible catastrophe has occurred on the Lancashire the Lancashire and Yorkshire railway line between Liverpool and Southport, and again, so far as can be ascertained, the killed and injured are chiefly Birkdale and Southport people. The details of the disaster are given in different forms by those who travelled by the train but escaped the worst fate, and those who arrived on the scene immediately after the accident.

There seems to be little doubt as to the cause of the disaster. The train was the 6-30 express from Liverpool to Southport, which stops at Formby and Birkdale only. Preceding it there was a stopping train, which did not come beyond Hall Road. This train was shunted into a siding at 6-37, shortly before the express train was due. It is alleged by passengers that the points had not been closed, and that therefore the express ran at full speed into the back coach of the stationary train. 

The first coach of the oncoming express appeared to dive under the rear of the other train, and then flames burst forth, and fire, apparently finished what the collision had begun.

The spectacle must have been appalling; and the pathos of the tragedy was added to by the fact that those who escaped were unable to do anything for those imprisoned in the debris. The catastrophe recalls the other disaster which occurred on the same line, but from and entirely different cause, just over two years ago. Then, in rounding the curve at Waterloo Station, the steam engine of an express train left the rails and mounted the platform, with the result that six passengers were killed and two more died subsequently, while over 50 were injured. do anything for those imprisoned in the debris. The catastrophe recalls the other disaster which occurred on the same line, but from and entirely different cause, just over two years ago. Then, in rounding the curve at Waterloo Station, the steam engine of an express train left the rails and mounted the platform, with the result that six passengers were killed and two more died subsequently, while over 50 were injured.

Yesterday’s disaster is much more awful, and everyone will experience the profoundest regret that it should have followed so quickly that of two years ago. At the Chapel Street station there were many pathetic scenes, women weeping for those who had been expected, and men anxiously making enquiries. But up to a late hour very few of the killed had been identified, and when we went to press there were still some whose names were unknown. It is indeed hard to offer suitable words of consolation to the bereaved relatives, but he sincerest sympathy of all will go out to them in the poignantly sad calamity which has overtaken them.

The Killed
1.   Male - A.J. VICARY, fancy goods merchant, Leyland Arcade, and of
      Liverpool. Travelling from Liverpool to Southport with a third class contract.

2.    A Female - Unidentified.

3.    Male - C. H. HAWKES. Third Class contract. Liverpool to Southport.

4.    Annie ANNIE WRIGHT, aged six, Halsall lane, Formby.

5.    Male - SYDNEY ELLIS, Ivy Dene, 46, Talbot Street Southport.

6.    Male - JOHN R INSCH, 128, Eastbourne Road, Birkdale. Liverpool to

       Southport third class contract.

7.    Female - Unidentified.

8    Female - Unidentified.

9    Male - ERNEST LEWIS, 130, Liverpool Road, Birkdale.

10  A Youth - THOS HOWARD, Formby, third class contractor. Liverpool to

      Formby.

11  Female - Unidentified.

12   Male - STANLEY T WAUGH, 71, Avondale Road, Southport. Son of the

       Reverend Benjamin Waugh Congressional Minister.

13   Miss NORA LOUISA MUSHAM, 38, Kent Road, Birkdale. Liverpool to

        Southport.

14    BENJAMIN SYKES Freshfield road, Formby. A well known Miller. Leaves a

        large family. Brother of Dr Skyes, Formby.

15    (No Entry)

16    Miss JANE WRIGHT, 17yrs, Halsall Lane Formby.

17    Female - Unidentified.

18    Female - married or widow. Unidentified. Wears a gold wedding ring and

        keeper.

19    A little girl, supposed to be MAY STRINGER, of 22, Sykes Street,

        Liverpool.

20    Male - Unidentified. Had return ticket, third class, from Crossens to

        Liverpool.

More bodies identified
This morning four more bodies were identified. These were:

Mrs MOIR (31), young married lady, 27, Balfour Road; Identified by her

husband.

RICHARD PEET, Green grocer, Crossens, Identified by his son, James PEET

ESTHER A PARR, of 46 Hall Street Southport.

ANNIE SMITH NEWALL, married

Another body is believed to be that of Mrs MARY ANNE CULLEN 175 Bispam Road,

Southport. This lady was on an excursion to South Wales. She is probably the

lady who was wearing a wedding ring. Her daughter is proceeding to Hall Road

to identify the body.

Thomas Howard (15) of 9 Willow Grove, Formby an apprentice in a bookbinders

firm was identified by his father, Peter Howard.

John Parr, 46, Hall Street, Southport, identified Esther A Parr, of the

same address, as his daughter. She was to have been married next week.

Catherine Grace Hawkins of 12 Aughton Road, Birkdale, identified Charles E

Hawkins (28) as her husband who is a member of the firm of Messrs. Hawker,

Sommerville, and Son. Liverpool.

John Reginald Insch, referred to above, is 21 years of age, and a bank

clerk.

The Injured
1    Mr POTTER, Poulton-road. Shock and server injuries. Unconscious.

2.    Mr ALBERT POTTER, his son, same address. Shock but conscious.

3.    Driver - RIMMER, Unconscious, with frightful injuries about the head.

4.    Mr BALDWIN, Birkdale.

Condition of the injured

The latest report as to the condition of the three injured men in the Bootle hospital is to the effect that Mr Edward Potter, although now quite conscious, is still in a very critical state, but his son, Albert Potter, is much better.

There is just a slight improvement since last night in the condition of the motor-man, William Rimmer, of the ill-fated train.

The Scene at Hall Road




Extricating the Dead


Appearance of the wrecked Trains

The Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company’s electric railway between Liverpool and Southport was last evening the  scene of a terrible disaster resulting in the loss of twenty lives. At the time of writing the exact figure was in some doubt, but one thing established is the fact that twenty bodies had been recovered from the wreck.

The disaster was one of the most appalling in the history of such calamitous events, for on the collision of the trains, the coaches concerned immediately set fire and the scene was so awful as to baffle a description of it’s horrors. People were wedged in under the burning wreckage, and it was impossible for a long time to extricate them. Indeed, the first task was to get the flames subdued.

The news of the disaster quickly spread, and soon there were scores of people on the spot throwing water on the flames. The electric current was also cut off on the section of the line involved, and by the time the Bootle, Liverpool, and Crosby brigades arrived there the flames had been got under, and their services were not required. 

This, while minimising the horror of the calamity in a slight degree, could not wipe out the terrible effects of the disaster, for the first portion of the express was so firmly wedged underneath the front car of the local train, and the whole mass of woodwork of the two was so hopelessly smashed, that it was impossible for a long period to get at the dead and dying.

The disaster occurred on the Southport side of the Hall Road station, about 100 yards beyond the platform, though the collision of the 6-30 express out of Liverpool Exchange Station wit the local train already described, which is stated to leave Liverpool at 6-20, proceeding only as far as Hall Road and turning back to Liverpool. According to one report the latter train was being shunted preparatory to the express passing. According to others it had already been shunted and was stationary in the siding when run into.

Various theories were forthcoming as to the exact cause of the disaster, and this will probably not be wholly explained until the inquest, which, it is expected, will be opened on Saturday. One rumour was to the effect that the disaster arose through the express jumping the points and running into the siding. Another is that, owing to some defect or mischance in the signalling, the points did not work properly, or that the driver of the express train did not notice that the signals were against him.

Immediately the extent of the disaster became known in Southport one of our representatives proceeded to the scene of the collision by the earliest available train. The service was, of course completely dis-organised for some time. The line from Liverpool to Southport was completely blocked, and though the other line was available, and a single line service was resorted to as quickly as possible, a considerable time elapsed before trains from Southport could run through direct to Liverpool. One train was ********************************* and then turned back, and passengers for Liverpool were for the time being sent via Ormskirk.

The train by which one of our representatives proceeded to Hall Road – another, through the kindness of Mr Nuttall, made his way to Hall Road by motor – was one by which a breakdown gang of about 30 railway hands also travelled form Southport. It was the first train from this end to travel through to the scene of the calamity and convey passengers on to Liverpool. It carried many who anxiously inquired en route at every station for those they believed to be travelling on the express. 

It arrived at Hall Road at about 9-30. By that time thousands of people had collected on the golf links immediately opposite the wrecked trains. The spectacle was a lurid one, the vast concourse being lighted up by a huge flame of piled wreckage, which was at first thought to be the train still on fire. This, however, was not the case, the flames being merely those of wreckage taken from the ill-fated trains to guide the rescuers in their grim task of removal of the dead and dying. By this time some twenty bodies had been recovered, but three were still believed to be beneath the wreckage. The driver of the train was one of the earliest to be brought out, and he is reported to have been still alive and to have opened his eyes and gazed at his rescuers before being removed to Bootle Hospital.

But the bulk of the passengers in the front of the express must have been killed instantly, and as many of the bodies show terrible injuries about the head it would appear to bear out this theory. The force of the collision must have been terrific. The speed at which the express was travelling through the station was so great that it’s front cleaved it’s way underneath the lower portion of the front of the empty standing train, lifting it bodily up in the air, then crashed upward through it’s woodwork, splintering the framework of the coach into so much matchwood, and twisting and breaking all the metalwork of wheels and machinery underneath. 

The front of the express itself was hopelessly telescoped. The brunt of the collision was borne by the two front coaches of the express train. These were third class compartments, and practically were telescoped end to end, the greater portion of the leading coach being driven underneath the front coach of the empty train, and wedged or smashed underneath there.

In these two coaches only one or two people when extricated were found to be alive, and some of these were at their last gasp.

Not withstanding the terrific force of the collision, the rear portion of the express remained standing. The front of the first class carriage immediately behind the two thirds telescoped was considerably damaged, and a few of the passengers in this were injured, but so far as could be ascertained these were not believed to be serious cases. Seated in this First Class compartment was Mr Walter Taylor, a well know Liverpool merchant, who resides at Formby, and who, as shown in an interview elsewhere, was entirely un-injured, and able to narrate his experience.

The last coach of all, namely, the third class smoker, was practically undamaged, and it’s occupants sustained little worse than severe shock. Many of them were afterwards able to walk up the line as far as Formby, and resume their journey home.

The first to reach the wrecked train was the Hall Road Stationmaster (Mr George Hartnup), who had witnessed from the platform the deviation of the express from it’s true course, and had therefore, realised for a second before the impact the disaster which was about to follow.

His supreme agony of mind experienced a further period of tension as escaped passengers, rallying round him at the site of his cap and uniform, besought him to do all manor of things in order to release the victims in the crushed and twisted coach, pinned as they were to the floor of the carriage by the heavy mass which had fallen upon their bodies.

Tearing himself away, the Stationmaster ran first to the signal-box to have the semaphore put at “Danger”, and the electric current turned off. Next he telegraphed to Bootle and immediate places for Doctors and Nurses, while in rapid succession he informed the General Manager (Mr J. P. Aspinall), the district superintendent (Mr Nicholson); and other officials who were soon on the scene.

Plenty of ambulance was quickly available, and as fast as dead and injured were rescued the former were conveyed on stretchers to the waiting rooms on the station, there to await identification, while the injured were conveyed as rapidly as possible to Bootle hospital. The site of the procession of dead conveyed to the waiting rooms was of a very harrowing nature, and many of the crowd were moved to tears by the spectacle. 

But more distressing scenes were witnessed when subsequent trains brought in anxious relatives who recognised their beloved ones among the killed. Some of the relatives were too dazed by the calamity to realise it’s awfulness at first, while others immediately broke down and wept bitterly.

The Police and the large staff of railway hands who had been dispatched to the disaster showed the utmost solitude for the bereaved. Everything possible was done to comfort them, and as soon as they had established the identity of their relatives among the victims they were persuaded to leave for their homes, or were taken thither in charge of responsible persons.

A view of the bodies in the waiting rooms was a nerve-trying ordeal especially as from time to time, while the police were engaged in their sad duty of entering up the identifications or descriptions of the dead, relatives now and again came in and recognised one or other of the victims. Occasionally in the process features were revealed displaying shocking injuries to head and face. So far as our representative was able to view, the bodies there were no traces of victims being burnt, so that the fire would hardly appear to have reached a number of the killed before it was got under. This task was, of course, expedited by the prompt cutting off of the electric current immediately after the collision.

The escape of the express driver from being killed outright is one of the most miraculous features of the disaster. Seeing that his post is right at the front of the train, one would have thought that he, above all others, would have been instantly killed. The driver of the local train, however, is reported to have experience the most miraculous escape. The report in circulation at the scene of the disaster was that he saw the express coming and, realising the peril he was in jumped out of the train just in time to get clear of the smash. The driver of the express was recovered an hour before any of the other victims could be taken out, and among the bodies subsequently removed the first were those of an elderly man and a young fellow about twenty.

Comparison with Waterloo Disaster

The present disaster totally eclipses in magnitude that known as the Waterloo disaster on the same line some two years ago. Then only eight lives were lost, though many were seriously injured, and some died later in the year. At the time of the Waterloo disaster this portion of the L and Y line was worked by steam locomotives. Since then the line has been electrified, and has been the scene of a number of minor mishaps, such as the firing of trains, but nothing approaching such a scale of calamity as last evening’s disaster had previously been experienced.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT

Another version of the disaster is as follows:

The scene was terrible. The first car, containing the driver of the train and about 22 passengers, crashed into the rear carriage of the empty train, which was standing on the siding at Hall Road, and about 200 yards from the end of the station platform. The last carriage of the stationary train was lifted into the air while the front car travelled under the train for the full length of one car, and the bogie wheels got actually half way under the second car. This indicates the terrible force with which the express dashed into the other train. The cars were set on fire, and the first work consisted of extinguishing the flames. This was accomplished by buckets of water being thrown on the flames by willing hands, and when the fire engines from Bootle, Liverpool and Crosby arrived they were not required.

Next the work on rescuing the injured passengers commenced, and this was much more difficult of accomplishment than extinguishing of the fire.
The first person to be taken from the train was the driver of the express, who, as soon as he was removed and laid upon a stretcher, opened his eyes and looked at his rescuers, but did not speak. He was removed soon after the accident, and was taken at once to the Bootle hospital by the Bootle ambulance, who were in attendance, under the guidance of Superintendent Collins. It was almost an hour later before any more persons could be rescued. 

It was painful to see an elderly man, about 60yrs of age, and a young fellow about 20, waiting and pleading to be taken from the wreck while men were hard at work removing the woodwork etc, which fastened them to the train. Finally they were removed and after being bandaged by nurses who were ready waiting for them, were conveyed by Inspector Muir and staff of the Liverpool Salvage Brigade, and Superintendent Thomas and staff of the Liverpool Fire Brigade, to the Bootle hospital.

Then the work of recovering the remained of the bodies commenced. By this time the breakdown crane and gang from Sandhills had arrived on the scene. The crane was hooked to the end of the raised carriage, and by this means the top carriage was raised a little from the one underneath, which contained the mangled bodies. The sickening work of removing them was done in a thorough manner by the county police, under Superintendent Croars, and the railway staff, and many other helpers. Saws, hammers, crowbars and every imaginable tool was brought into use in order to clear the wreckage and so enable the bodies to be removed. They were then hurriedly put on stretchers, covered up, and taken to the station. Here they were placed in three waiting rooms, and the process of identification was, as far as possible, carried out.    

It would be about two hours after the accident occurred before all the bodies were removed from the train. During this time thousands of people crowded to the scene of the disaster and caused much annoyance to the workers by crowding around the train. Undoubtedly there would have been many fatalities by shocks from the live rail but for the foresight of the company’s officials in immediately cutting off the current after the accident. The current was stopped between Seaforth Street and Formby Station. There was a large army of nurses, doctors and ambulance men on the scene of the accident. Five ambulance carriages were outside the station ready, but owing to so many being killed no use was found for them.

As far as can be ascertained, the cause of the accident was the fact that the Hall Road car, which is shunted into a siding until the express passes the station, had been, by some mistake, left standing on the main line to Southport.
Consequently, when the express from Liverpool to Southport dashed through the station, it crashed into the train on the line, which ought to have been clear. Why the train was standing on the line is not at the moment known, or whether the signals were against the express or showed a clear line, is also not at the time of writing clear. 
Evidently however, some terrible mistake has occurred by which the express , which is supposed to have a clear course, has dashed into an empty train which, under ordinary working conditions, is shunted into the siding until the express has passed through the station.
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